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CHBfSTMAS. 

The Nativity of Christ is of uncer 
tain date According to the compu- 
tation of some, it happened in Sep- 
temlier, and of others, in May. It 
was observed for the three first ages 
in the Eastern Church on the dih 
of January, but was tiansfeiredin 
the Western Church to the 25th 
of December, to coincide with the 
civil term of the veinter solstice, an 
universal festival among the northern 
nations. There is a pleasing and 
afl'ecling coincidence, between that 
period of the year which terminates 
the increase of darkness, and com- 
ipence-s the prolongation of the day, 
aind that period of a greater circle of 



time, when He appeared who brought 
life and immortal ty to lijrht, and 
shone upon the natiims who lay 
in darkness, and the shadow of death. 
And no «time of the year appears 
better suited for the coiumev oratioa 
of Christ, than that which most ur- 
gently calls for the practical display 
of hj^ characteristic excellence, GflA- 
RiTY. Chnsi is li.vpj 

Then welcome Christmae, from on Higk 
With Summer sun in Wihtry sky. 
While the ftay and sparkling earth. 
Rejoicing in' the holy birth. 
Seems to cry — " the Child is come 
" Of human kind the hope and home, 
*' T^eir hope^ of other hope bereft^ 
"Their home who have no othe« 
LKfT." 2SM Daembst, 



ORIGINAL POETRY. 



JONNET. TO MELESINA, ON HEARING 
HEH PLAY ON THE HARP. 

As when the breath of fanning Zephyrs 

play'd, 

Melodious on love's harp, that idly hung 

-Upon a flowery myrtle, while were sung-, 

cweet, soul-subduing airs in Paphos shade. 

By sportive ctiptds, indolently laid. 

Where.. their green arms the claspitig 

branches Hung, 
Soft were the strains that Melesina rung, 
tVhen the wild chords thy glowing touch 
obey'd. 

A»bn my ear the fioating munnurs fell, 
Methought, they echoed from these 

fabled isles, 
Where joy presides, and constant sum- 
mer smiles ; 

Or that some Naiad, from her pearly cell, 

Cbaunted loud hymns to the admiring 
main; 

4weet sounds, alasl ye but increas'd my 
pvn! 

tHE Voyage of i:ek. 

SiKCE, as poets aver, this life's but a tide, 
4^d on mounting th« vtanal aid <»re nijuw 
the sidSj 



I know not, my friends, what I better can 

do, 
Than give a hint how to dis p'se of th» 

crew. 

Having sail'd, if you can, with your vessel 
well stored. 

Ail agree its no sin to throw care over- 
board ; 

But the plague of it is, our misfortunes to 
crown, 

Tho' heavy as lead, the vile caitiff won't 
drown : 

Tho' sunk over-night, in the punch-bowl, 

what then ? 
Moregrim the next morning he rises again. 
What resource then remains ? Whv need 

you be told. 
Bid philosophy chain him fast down in the 

hold. 

As for prudence, discretion, these o!d- 

fashiou'd quizzes. 
It must be eonfess'd they have rather long 

phizzes, 
But howe'er with young friends, or in 

public you flout 'era, 
I would not a4vi$« you tq^jail far withtHC 



